EMPIRES AND REPUBLICS

Ancient Mesopotamia and Egypt

TERMS TO KNOW

Ancient Mesopotamia: Background
Tigris and Euphrates Rivers

The Fertile Crescent

Sumer

Monarchy, Theocracy, and Oligarchy

Ziggurat

The Wheel

Sumerian social hierarchy

Patriarchal society

Ancient Egypt: Background
Nile River

Cataracts and the Delta

 “Gift of the Nile”

Upper and Lower Egypt

Egyptian social hierarchy

Nomarch

Mastabas

Ka

Horus and Re

Both Civilizations: Background
City-states

FLOODS

Canal and irrigation systems

Shipbuilding

Sumerian Writing
Cuneiform

Astronomy and Mathematics

Epic of Gilgamesh

Egyptian Writing
Hieroglyph

Papyrus

Unifying Egypt: The Archaic Period
The Archaic Period (3100 – 2660 B.C.E.)

Pharaoh – Political/Religious roles?

Menes (Narmer) (3100 B.C.E.)

Palette of Narmer

Memphis

Ma’at
Vizier
Egypt: The Old Kingdom
The Old Kingdom (2660 – 2160 B.C.E.)

Pyramids

Necropolis – Giza and Sakkara

Polytheism

Temples and tombs

Afterlife and mummification

Osiris and Isis
Matrilineal inheritance

Patriarchal society

Zoser (2686 – 2613 B.C.E.)

Imhotep

Khufu, Khafre, and Menkaure

Decline of the Old Kingdom – why?

Egypt: The Middle Kingdom
The Middle Kingdom (2040 – 1640 B.C.E.)

Mentuhotep II (2040 – 2010 B.C.E.)

Thebes

Wadi-Tumilat Canal

Cult of Osiris and mummification

Amon and Amon-Re 
Decline of the Middle Kingdom – why?

Hyksos and the Second Intermediate Period





GO TO BACK SIDE (
Mesopotamia: The First Empires
Empire

Akkadian Empire

Sargon I (2370 – 2315 B.C.E.)

Tribute

Trade routes

Culture, religion, and empire

Ishtar

Naram Sin

Babylonian Empire

Hammurabi (1792 – 1750 B.C.E.)

Hammurabi’s Code

Lex talionis
Egypt: The New Kingdom

Thebes of the Living/Thebes of the Dead

Valley of the Kings

Standing army

Ahmose (1550 – 1528 B.C.E.)

Thutmosis I (1505 – 1493 B.C.E.)

Hatshepsut (1479 – 1458 B.C.E.)

Thutmosis III (1458 – 1425 B.C.E.)

Amenhotep III (1390 – 1352 B.C.E.)

Aten 

Akhenaten (Amenhotep IV) (1353 – 1336 B.C.E.)

Akhetaten

Amarna succession

Atenism – gender equality and universality

Monotheism

Tutankhaten ( Tutankhamen

Horemheb

Ramses II (1279 – 1213 B.C.E.)

The Battle of Kadesh (1274 B.C.E.)

Decline of the New Kingdom – why?

EMPIRES AND REPUBLICS
ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA AND EGYPT

Test Format
Section I: Matching, 1 point each, 14%, approx. 5 minutes

Write the letter of the term next to the phrase that matches

Section II: Identifications, complete three (3), 12 points each, 36%, approx. 15 min.

Explain, in 4-5 sentences, the characteristics/details of the term AS WELL AS the SIGNIFICANCE of the term.  Remember, it is more important to understand why a piece of history matters, then to memorize history as a list of facts.

Section III: Essay, complete one (1), 50 points, 50%, approx. 20 minutes

You will have three options:
Choose ONE of the following questions to answer in AT LEAST a 5-paragraph essay.  You may bring in ONE 8.5’’ x 11’’ sheet of paper with an outline/notes for the test.  The outline/notes must be on the FRONT of the sheet ONLY.
1. What are the similarities and differences between the declines of the Old, Middle, and New Kingdoms in Egypt?  Be specific with primary examples from each Kingdom.  How do these declines compare and contrast with the Akkadian decline in Mesopotamia?

2. What is an empire?  Moreover, how is Sargon I an emperor?  Hammurabi?  Ahmose? Ramses II?  Make sure to address the imperial characteristics of each ruler.

3. What are the similarities and differences between the Mesopotamian Empires and the New Kingdom Empires?  Make sure to address the political, governmental, social, cultural, and religious aspects of these empires.
